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V' KEEP IT UP ^ 
ANP I JUST MIGHT 
POUBLE WHAT I'M 
^PAYING FOR— ^ 


it'_ \ : 

rT ^Tr^lEr.rr^ssaHK/ 




^T^SO, WHAT'S^N jli 

J YOUR PLEASURE, 

BIS BOY?_y 
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r WHAT ^ 
IS THIS ALL 
v ABOUT?/. 


DON'T you 
KNOW WHO 
. I AM?! 


you ARE A DIVINE SOUL TRAPPED T you HAVE SURRENDERED 
N CORRUPTIBLE FLESH. A CHILD OF t ETERNITy FOR A LIFE OF 
THE PURE LISHT STAINED By AT CORRUPTION AND SIN. > 
'■^DARKNESS AND SHADOWS^/ -- - 


UNSH. 


TAND NOW T 

you must PAy 

L THE WAGES , 
L OF SIN. \A 





















HOTEL MU 


THE LAST THING ] 
V I NEED. ./ 
™ TELL ME 
YOU'VE GOT 
SOMETHING FOE 
L ME, AT LEASTLj 


THE DESK CLEEK 
7 SAYS THE VICTIM CAME IN \ 
' WITH THEEE WOMEN LATE 
LAST NIGHT. WOEKING SIELS, 
I'M GUESSING. WE'EE 
I TEYING TO FIND THEM FOE / 
QUESTIONING, BUT NO L 
LUCK SO FAE. 


Pi'll tell you 

r FOE NOTHING, ’ 
WESTON IS NOT 
GOING TO BE 
k HAPPY TO HEAE l 
L. THAT. ^ 


































MOVE ALONG, 
ALREADY. 


I'M MOVING, 
I'M MOVING. 
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J so ^ 

Iahba v.J 

LISTENING. 


IS/ 
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Er RELAY 
{ ORDERS TO THE ' 
' OTHER AGENTS, AND 
, LET ME KNOW 
L IF THERE ARE ANY , 
fey DEVELOPMENTS. J 


W BY THE LOOK^ 
( ON YOUR FACE, 
I'M GUESSING THAT 
i WASN'T 6000 J 
NEWS. -A 


r WELL, I'M ^ 
GUESSING YOUR 
"INFORMATION" HAS 
SOMETHING TO DO 
V WITH 
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W-/1t would^ W 

APPEAR SO, W 

, Jagl /kliilLv 
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TABY PHANTOM* AT 


SCENE OF THE CRIME 


























ri CAN'T BELIEVE^ 
THESE KILLINGS ARE 
RA NPOM. 

\ 7 ^ BUTWHy> 
( THESE VICTIMS? 
3fegl WHAT'S THE 
gm, C ONNECTION? J 


1 PON'T 
KNOW. 


roH, lamontT^ 
BUT you DO KNOW ' 
HOW TO CHARM A SIRL,, 
V^PON'T YOU? A 



























YOU'RE LUCKY. THIS WAS 
A SIMPLE FRACTURE, AND 
k. SHOULD HEAL NICELY. > 


f SISTER 

bsclarmondeJ 

, CAN YOU HELP 
V HER OUT?Jj 

f I'VE eOT\ 
OTHER PATIENTS] 
[ THAT NEED } 
SEEINS.^^y 























f THAT... THAT 
LIGHT. I'VE NEVER 
, SEEN ANYTHING , 
LIKE IT. 


, BUT WILL yCM? SOUL BE PURE OR WILL YOU REMAIN ^ 
V. ENOUGH TO ASCEND? ^ TRAPPED IN THE MIRE WITH 
-- - SULLIED FLESH?^ 

















T I HOPE you DON'T MIND ME ^ 

SAYINS, COMMISSIONER WESTON, 

L BUT you SEEM A LITTLE J 
K. HARZIEP TOMIAHT 



















V WHATEVER COULD THE^^^B 
MATTER BE, COMMISSIONER? |4J 
A RASH OF PURSE-SNATCHERS? MB 
^ OR KITTEN-NAPPERS? x/ 

7 ^ OH, DON'T ^ 
k Hi .:) / TELL ME, IT'S POG 
WALKERS MAKING 
I V A MESS OF OUR 
SIDEWALKS.^ 


r - I THINK X ^ 
'REAP SOMETHING 1 
i ABOUT THAT IN I 
L TH E PAPERS.^ 
SOME KIND 
f OF LUNATIC WITH 
I A CLEAVER KILLED 
I A MAN LAST NIGHT, 
^ ww IT?_^ 


MORE THAN LIKELY, 
L ACTUALLY. ^ 


y AND NOT ^ 
r JUST ONE MAN. 1 
THERE'VE BEEN AOL/R 
L MURDERS IN AS , 
^ MANY DAYS. .J 













"LAST NIGHT'S VICTIM WAS 
A PROMINENT BUSINESSMAN. 


"HE HAP NO CRIMINAL RECORP, ANP NO 
HISTORY OF ILLEGAL ACTIVITY AS/PE FROM 
AN APPARENT APPETITE FOR THE COMPANY 
OF, SHALL WE SAY, PAINTEP LAPIES.' 


“THE PREVIOUS VICTIM WAS FOUNP 
YESTERPAY. ONE OF THE CITY'S LEAPING 
BANNERS, FOUNP PEAP IN HIS OWN HOME. 


"HE HAP APPETITES' OF HIS OWN, 
CLEARLY. HE WAS SO HEAVY, IT TOON 
FOUR OF MY MEN JUST TO SHIFT HIS 
BOPY ONTO A STRETCHER. 



SECONP VICTIM. 

■ '.w GCPMZ TO 


"A WOMAN WAS THE SECONP VICTIM. 

A WEALTHY HEIRESS WHO SEEMS TO 
HAVE SPENT A FORTUNE ON MANEUP, 
JEWELRY, CLOTHING... - 


"WE FOUNP BOXES ANP BOXES 
OF NEW SHOES ANP MINN STOLES 
ANP NECNLACES THAT SHE HAPN'T 
EVEN HAP A CHANCE TO WEAR YET. 


"THE FIRST VICTIM WE NNOW VERY LITTLE 
ABOUT. HE WAS FOUNP THREE PAYS AGO 
NEAR GRANP CENTRAL, WITH NO MONEY, 
WALLET, OR IPENTIFICATION ON HIM. 


",AS/PE FROM THE FACT THAT ne 
WAS N/LLEP IN THE SAME MANNER 
AS THE OTHER THREE VICTIMS, 
HE'S A COMPLETE BLANN." 
















r l'VE GOT EVERY ^ 
AVAILABLE OFFICER 1 
SCOURING THE CITY FOR 
ANY SIGN OF THE KILLER, 

E R, WE'VE j 
EMPTY. 

HOEVERT 
IS, HE'S 1 
’ AT HIDING . 
TRACKS. A 


'YOU CANT 
BE SERIOUS, 
CRANSTON. 
<£.<3HOST? 


'I'M SURPRISED THAT YOU OF 
ALL PEOPLE WOULD GIVE ANY 
CREDENCE TO THAT KIND OF 
L SUPERSTITIOUS CLAPTRAP.^ 


^ YOU ^ 
NEVER KNOW, 
COMMISSIONER. 


IT'S A FAR ^ 
f STRANGER WORLD 1 
l THAN MOST PEOPLE , 
Vj SUSPECT. \A 



_ \ v ;- x x f WHAT ABOUT THIS ^ 

( “L4P/ phantom" i keep 

x READING ABOUTf^l 

^ THE PAPERS SAY SHE'S 

BEEN SIGHTED NEAR THE A t 
SCENE OF THE CRIME ON All. 



^SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 
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THE REGULAR > 
DOORMAN'S TAKEN ILL, 
V SIR. I'M FILLING lfL> 


W" WHAT’LL WE 
IHICtPO WITH A 
PRUNKEN SAILOR ?, 
WHAT'LL WE PO 
WITH A lURPt •> 


W WHUT'LL WE t 
PO WITH A iHICi 
h EARLY MORNING 










^GUNNA-GUNNAT 
GET ANOTHER...GET 
THIS KEY IN THE... 


W GUESS I 
$HI« GUESS X 
PINT LOCK IT. 

















^RETURN TON, 
yOUR DUTIES. 
YOU WILL KNOW 
IF I HAVE NEED 

v of you. 
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Featuring covers by NICOLA SCOTT. AMANDA CONNER, 
FIONA STAPLES, JENNY FRISON and COLLEEN DORAN 
Exclusive subscription variant by STEPHANIE BUSCEMA 
WWW.DYNAMITE.COM : #DYNAMITECOMICS /DYNAMITECOMICS 




__ 


AN INTERVIEW WITH NEW, ONGOING SERIES WRITER GAIL SIMONE 


What was the deciding factor when you signed on 
to the new RED SONJA project? What most 
appealed to you about the character, and what did 
you hope to bring to the series? 

Gail Simone: I've talked about this a lot, I love sword 
and sorcery stuff. I adore all fantasy, really, but there's 
something wonderfully intoxicating about half-naked, 
tanned swordmasters fighting loathsome demonspawn 
under a blazing sun. I am always trying to get that 
clang of blades in my oomios-l put it in whether it fits 
or not, in books like Secret Six, Wonder Woman, and 
even The Atom. 

So, in the genre I love, one name stands above all 
other female warriors, and that's Red Sonja. 

I didn't take the book so much as pounce on it, 
growling. 

I have to say, Dynamite has been extraordinary. 
Publisher Nick Barrucoi wanted me on this book and 
has been behind me every step of the way with 
encouragement and enthusiasm, and he's backed it up 
in all the ways that matter to me...top artists, great 
presentation, and a real concern for quality. That's why 
I'm in this industry, I want to tell stories. And when a 
book has the publisher pulling out all the stops, the 
excitement is contagious. 

So I am very, very happy. 

You’ve gone on record saying that the new RED 
SONJA will have its share of humor. That’s a tone 
rarely seen previously in the adventures of our 
grim heroine. What are your thoughts on bringing 
mirth to her epic tales? 

GS: I don't want Sonja to be doing pratfalls and telling 
knock-knock jokes (but if she did, they'd be really 
filthy). But looking back over some of her earlier tales, 
she was a bit less distant and a bit more rowdy, and 
I do think that's a really entertaining aspect of her 
character. My Sonja drinks and carouses and 
frequents low establishments with compatriots of 
questionable character. 

The first scene we see her in, she's passed out drunk. 

She's not Deadpool, but I don't see her as an ice 
queen, either. I told the artist, the wonderful Walter 
Geovani, that Sonja isn't cold-blooded, she's 
hot-blooded! 

What can you tell us about the new sidekick 
characters you’ll be introducing into the RED 
SONJA mythos? 

GS: Well, in keeping with the entertainment value 
of the book, Sonja gets herself two quite unwelcome 
sidekicks, the tomboy twins Ayla and Nias, who are 
sixteen years old and IMMEDIATELY get on her 
nerves. Sonja is many things.. .a general, a conqueror, 
a queen. She is NOT a babysitter. 


who loved Red Sonja outright. So I had this idea to ask 
the top female artists in the industry to do the covers 
and Dynamite ran with it beyond my dreams...but I 
thought it would take some convincing. 

Not only did all the artists we asked immediately agree, 
they all confessed their secret love for Sonja. They 
adore her! Lots of the artists submitted multiple 
sketches because they couldn't stop, and many top 
names submitted sketches without even being asked, 
they love Sonja so much, and are dying to see this 
project. I got a series of sketches from a hero of mine, 
an Eisner winner, out of the blue and they were so 
beautiful we couldn't choose what to pick. 

We asked for the top female comic artists from several 
disciplines including cartooning, animation and manga. 
People are going to freak out at these covers, it 
became more than a fun idea, it became a bit of a 
statement, as well. 

I also have to say, these are some of the sexiest 
comics covers I've ever seen, period. 

RED SONJA’s two main nemeses in the series thus 
far have been the sorcerers Kulan Gath and Thulsa 
Doom. Will you be bringing these villains back, or 
are you going to introduce new baddies into the 

GS: I have a lot of love for Thulsa Doom, that isn't out 
of the question. But we are also hoping to see a lot of 
new readers, so I want to introduce past elements very 
carefully. We also want to showcase new things. I am 
immersing myself in Robert E. Howard works right 
now, not just his barbarian stuff, and we will bring that 
mood in more and more. But I want a clean place 
setting for new readers. I've been doing a ton of cons, 
and this book is bringing in people who have never 
read a Sonja book. I want them to have as much fun 
as the hardcore fan. 

So we are creating new villains, including the 
death-on-wheels DARK ANNYSIA, who hates Sonja 
for reasons they could never have done in the old 
Marvel series. 

The universe of RED SONJA extends back decades 
to the original Robert E. Howard CONAN stories. 
What are your thoughts on contributing to such a 
long-standing mythos? Is there a particular era / 
storyline / creator that you look back on as the 
inspiration for what you’ll be doing on the series? 

GS: Well, that's an interesting question...but I write 
these characters with astounding histories all the time, 
I love doing that. Conan predates Superman by only a 
handful of years. It's kind of my dream as a writer, to 
create things that other writers will be inspired by long 
after I am gone. 

It's also true that despite the bad rep that sword 
and sorcery has for gender issues, Robert E. Howard 
really created a bunch of astonishingly powerful and 
interesting female adventures. I love it, I feel very 


The new RED SONJA is something of a celebration 
of women, as one of the industry’s premiere female 
creators takes on one of its most iconic heroines. 
Also, a number of female artists are being tapped 
to contribute their bold interpretations of Red 
Sonja for the covers. How do you see this idea of 
gender affecting the storytelling or presentation? 

GS: It spiraled completely out of control in this beautiful 
way. It's embarrassing, but I really thought, once again, 
that I was the freak, I was the outsider, the only female 


The biggest inspiration is the world that Howard 
created, the mood and tone. Cimmeria and its 
surrounding countries, they have that wonderful power 
of fictional geography to FEEL real, like somewhere 
that exists. They have that Gotham City/Oz/Middle 
Earth thing, that they don't exist...but they damn well 
should. 

And it's always fun to visit any country where there are 
monsters and loincloths, I always say. 
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IN STORES IN NOW! 
THE BLACK BAT #1 


BRIAN BUCCELLATO TALKS REVAMPING PULP HERO BLACK BAT 
ORIGINALLY POSTED ON COSMICBOOKNEWS.COM 
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T KNOW YOU'RE ASKING YOURSELF, 
IF THE CITY IS SUCH A LOST CAUSE, 
WHY AM IPO/NG TH/S? 


BECAUSE, NO MATTER 
HOW BAP THINGS GET, 
IHAYE TO BELIEVE 
THERE'S ALWAYS A 
CHANCE WE CAN F/NP 
OUR WAY BACK. 
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